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excellence of it he had come to regard as an enemy of mankind So long as there was fiee speech in Senate and platform for orators like himself, all would soon be well again Had not he, a mere country gentleman's son, risen under it to wealth and consideiation 9 and was not his own rise a sufficient evidence that theie was no real injustice ? Party struggles were over, or had no excuse for continuance Sylla'a constitution had been too narrowly aristocratic But Sylla's invidious laws had been softened by compromise The tribunes had recovered their old privileges The highest offices of State were open to the meanest citizen who was qualified for them Individuals of ment might have been kept back for a time by jealousy , the Senate had too long objected to the promotion of Pompey , but their opposition had been overcome by purely constitutional means The great general had obtained his command by land and sea, he, Ciceio, having by eloquent speech pioved to the people that he ought to be nominated What could any one wish foi moie 9 And yet Senate and Forum were still filled with faction, quarrel, and discontent I One interpretation only Cicero had been able to place on such a phenomenon In Rome, as in all great communities, there were multitudes of dissolute, ruined wretches, the natural enemies of property and oider Bankrupt members of the aristocracy had lent themselves to these people as their leaders, and had been the cause of all the trouble of the past years If such renegades to their order could be propeily discouraged 01 extinguished, Cicero had thought that theie would be nothing moie to desue Catiline he had himself made an end of to his own immoital glory,